WHITE PAPER

Alzheimer’s Memory Screening Bill

HB 665 (Rep. Schwartz)
SB 1124 (Sen. Wise)

HB 665 and SB 1124 are identical.

I 
INTRODUCTION

Alzheimer’s disease affects an estimated 4.2 million to 5.8 million Americans and it is the 8th leading cause of death in the United States.  It is projected that the number of persons with the disease will increase to 16 million by mid century.  Currently, an estimated one in ten persons over age 65 and nearly half of those 85 or older have Alzheimer’s disease.
The proposed bills mandate the Department to develop and implement a public education program stressing the need for screenings for memory impairment and the importance of early diagnosis and treatment of Alzheimer’s disease and related disorders.  The legislation further calls for grants to be awarded to qualifying entities which mandate the Department to conduct, or provide support for, a study on the benefits of memory screenings and the scientific evidence on the techniques for memory screening to promote the public education and screening services objective.  The legislation defines “qualifying entities”.
The bills further create Section 430.5026 of the Florida Statutes to  The Department must also assess the availability of screenings nationwide and identify strategies to expand screening services and report their findings to the Senate and House.  
II.
CURRENT PROCEDURES OR RELATED ACTIVITIES

National Memory Screening Day is held on the third Tuesday of November in each year and health care professionals administer free memory screenings at hundreds of sites throughout the United States on that one day of the year.

III.
POTENTIAL BENEFIT

Recent advancements in scientific research have demonstrated the benefits of early medical treatment for persons who have Alzheimer's disease and the benefits of early access to counseling and other support services for their caregivers.  Research shows that several medications have been developed to reduce the symptoms of Alzheimer's disease if taken in the early stages of a memory disorder, and that this intervention may extend the period of time during which patients may be cared for at home, thereby significantly reducing the costs of institutional care.  With early diagnosis, patients can participate in decisions regarding their care and their families can take advantage of support services that can reduce caregiver depression and related health problems.
IV.
FISCAL IMPACT ON STATE AND LOCAL GOVERNMENTS

The amount of impact for this year is expected to be none.  It is unclear as of yet the amount of fiscal impact in coming years.  The bills do call for grants and studies however they also call for qualifying entities to provide matching funds and partnerships with the private sector.  

V. 
FISCAL IMPACT ON PRIVATE SECTOR
It is estimated that one to four family members act as caregivers for each individual having the disease.  Alzheimer’s disease costs businesses in the U.S. more than $60 billion annually, stemming from lost productivity and absenteeism of primary caregivers and from insurance costs.  It is estimated that the private sector will save money as a result of these bills.
VI.
OTHER SUPPORTERS

Alzheimer’s Foundation of America
